
VolunteeringVolunteeringVolunteering   

Now of high value to the surrounding community, Manor Fields Park is managed 

and maintained by the social enterprise Green Estate.  It is a district park with a 

difference, designed as a naturalistic landscape within an inner city setting and 

covering over 24 hectares.  

Manor Fields contains a variety of habitats such as water courses, woodlands, wild 

flower meadows and amenity spaces, plus over 2 kilometres 

of easy going pathways; wonderful views, and a national  

exemplar Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SuDS).  Not 

to mention being a showcase park for Pictorial Meadow’s     

colourful flower displays.  

Green Estate is part of a family of third sector organisations 

working to improve the environment on Manor and Castle 

Ward - environmentally, sustainably and socially.  
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What tasks will volunteering involve?  

Volunteers will be assisting on practical tasks around Manor Fields Park dependent 

on: 

 weather conditions 

 time of year 

 size of group  

 level of ability within the group  

Tasks are likely to be along the lines of: 

 Removal of undesirable plants to improve 

specific areas, using hand tools such as   

loppers and pruning saws.  

 Clearance of the water course running through the length of the park using 

hand tools such as shears, secateurs, grass hooks.    

 Clearance improvement by removing debris, clearing undesirable shrubs and 

high pruning.  Plant / bird / butterfly surveying. 

 Working on the wild flower meadows. 

A practical session with a new group will always commence with a guided tour of 

the park.   

How will the final outcome make a difference to the local community? 

Manor Fields Park has come a long way from when it was overgrown and covered 

in burnt out cars.  With ambitious landscaping and years of hard work, the commu-

nity is now enjoying the green space in a way they couldn’t before and most      

importantly people feel safe.   



With help from volunteers, we can now take Manor Fields to the next level so  

children and families can interact closely and securely with their natural           

surroundings.  We have found that volunteers’ openly working on the park       

encourages the local community to engage with us and leads a step further to   

enhancing the park and the community gaining a sense of pride and ownership. 

Where will the work be promoted? 

We have an active social media outlet (Twitter and Facebook) where we will    

promote the volunteer's work and links with the group as well as Manor Fields 

Park website.   

We also write a quarterly report to Sheffield City Council and any volunteer work 

undertaken on the park is included in this.  It may also be promoted through 

Community meetings, exhibitions, through the Sheffield Green Space Forum and 

in the local press.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What steps are taken to ensure volunteers are working in a safe           

environment? 

 The site and area of work will be checked before volunteers arrive and multiple 

risk assessments for both the site and the 

practical tasks will be completed.   

 Alternative tasks will be planned if the initial 

site of work is unsafe beforehand due to un-

foreseen circumstances / weather.   

 First Aid kits are taken out on site along with 

emergency contact numbers and site details. 

 All staff at Green Estates are full first aiders, 

have enhanced DRB checks and have received training in Child Protection and 

Vulnerable Adults, Manual    Handling, Writing & Implementation of Risk As-

sessments and Safe Systems of Work. 

 Green Estate has Public Liability, Employer's Liability and Professional Indemni-

ty Insurance.               

 Welfare and hygiene facilities are accessible on site at York House. 

                                                                                       

What information or training will be provided to volunteers on the day? 

Before taking a tour or undertaking practical work, volunteers will be inducted to 

the work base (York House) and guided through a risk assessment which they will 

be asked to sign.  Before using tools, they will be given a tool talk by the group 

leader and informed of the available welfare facilities and emergency procedures.  

Tasks will be clearly explained and supervised at all times.  

 



Equipment / resources required 

Personal Protective Equipment i.e. gloves, eye protection, steel toe cap boots 

(limited), wellingtons (limited) tools and surveying equipment will be provided by 

us. 

For footwear, we would strongly suggest for volunteers to bring sturdy outdoor 

boots for outdoor activity.  If we are undertaking pond or stream work then      

wellingtons will be necessary but this will be indicated closer to the time.   

Can the volunteering activity be adapted for an individual in the group 

who has a physical disability / health problem? 

Tasks can easily be adapted dependent on individual's physical ability / health.  

Within the overall tasks there are multiple smaller tasks so an individual can be   

offered the opportunity to choose what level they feel comfortable working at.           

The overall task will be continually assessed by the group leader so individuals can 

swap to another task, change tools or be given time to rest to ensure they gain a 

stimulating and enjoyable experience.   

Wheelchair access on site is good.  The 

nature of the work often leads to work 

being undertaken on rough ground. 

With notice of requirements, tasks can 

be planned to involve access for all.   

York House has inclusive access plus  

an accessible toilet and parking for   

disabled people.   



When and what time? 

Organised volunteer sessions run on Mondays and/or Wednesdays with advanced 

booking essential.   

A volunteer session usually runs from a 

10am arrival time to finish at 3.00pm with 

an hour for lunch.  These times can be       

rearranged to suit.  

Refreshments 

Tea/coffee & biscuits will be supplied by us.  

Volunteers can bring their own lunch or we 

can organise a buffet to be provided by The 

Rhubarb Shed Café at Manor Lodge at a set price per person (see catering info for 

details).    

How to find us…. 

All activities will take place on Manor Fields Park.  The meeting place is the car park 

at York House, City Road, Sheffield, S2 1GF.   

 Using the blue route tram to Halfway, get off at the Spring Lane tram stop.  

Head up the hill and cross over the road.  The entrance to the park is next 

door to the Premier store. 

 Buses 42, 44, 50, 50A, 53, 71, 71A, 120, 123, 216 stop right outside York 

House at the City Road entrance (ask for Spring Lane).  

 There is a small car park here with disabled parking spaces.  

 If arriving by foot or by bicycle there are many different routes and entrances 

that you could use to enter the park and it is only 2 miles from the City Centre. 



To book a  Volunteer Session, please fill in the form provided.  

For any further information, please contact Sue Rose on ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manor Fields Park  

@ManorFieldsPark 

To book a volunteer session for your team, please complete a booking form 

and return it to us by : 

Booking forms and a catering details are available on request from Green       

Estate or you can download them from our website 

www.manorfieldspark.org.  

Post Email OR 

Sue Rose 

Manor Oaks Farmhouse 

389 Manor Lane 

Sheffield 

S2 1UL 

info@greenestate.org  


